Notes for WILLIAM WARD:

Buried in Spring Hill Cemetery, Marlboro, Middlesex, Massachusetts. 
Immigration: 1639 Boston, Suffolk Co., Massachusetts.
First three children by first wife, Elizabeth PHILLIPUS. First six children born in ENG, balance of 13 children born in MA. William apparently emigrated to Sudbury between 12 Jul 1638 and 22 Jan 1640. Shipping records have not been found. First of this WARDE line in America, William WARDE dropped the final 'e' from the family name on his arrival in MA. All 13 children reached adulthood and married. Leather seller. Married St. James Church, Clerkenwell, ENG. Freeman, 1643, Sudbury. He was christened on 15 May 1603 in St. James Church, London, England. 
Born in the Warrington Section of London he was the first Ward to emigrate to America. He was first married to Elizabeth Phillippus (Phillips) with whom he had three children John, Joanna and Obadiah. His remaining children were from his marriage to Elizabeth Hall and were Richard, Deborah and Hannah born in London, England. This family of eight emigrated to Sudbury Ma. in 1639. The remaining children were born in Sudbury, Ma. Samuel, Elizabeth , Increase, Hopestill, William, Eleazar and Bethiah. 
The first mention of William Ward in America is in 1639 when, according to the records of Sudbury, the proprietors made three divisions of their lands. These land divisions were repeated twice in 1640. William Ward is included in all of these divisions.

Sudbury was proposed in 1638 by several inhabitants of Watertown, the proposal was approved by the colony legislature (General Court). It was part of the Concord River region. It adjoined Watertown on the east and Concord on the north. It included the Sudbury River and many smaller streams, rich pastures and open woods. Crossing the southeasterly section was the Old Bay Path, an Indian trail which ran for hundreds of miles inland from the sea to the Connecticut River. The grant was intended to enclose about five square miles. The title to the land was obtained by purchase from the Indian, Cato who lived with his family on Goodman's Hill. Tantamous, a medicine man lived on Nobscot Hill, Natous lived near lake Coehituate.

Permission by the General Court to go onto their lands was given on September 6, 1638. Four acres was agreed to as the average size of the house lots. About twenty were situated in a row along the westerly side of the Old Sudbury Road. William Ward's house lot was on a fork of Glezen Lane which formerly ran northerly, from about the same point where Training Field Road forks easterly into Moore Road. Along this same road were the house lots of Walter Haynes, William Pelham, Solomon Johnson, and John Freeman.

It is probable that early in 1639 the Sudbury settlers arranged the first division of meadow on the following plan: "as much as shall be thought meet To every Mr. of a ffamylie, 06 akers, To every Wiffe, 06 akers & ½, To every childe, 01 akers & ½, to Every Mare, Cow, ox or anny other Cattle that may amount to 20 pound, of soe much monnye, 3 akcers."

Only the resolution has been preserved. There is no record of the distribution. About the same time commenced allotments based upon men’s estates (net worth). Every original Sudbury settler received a share in each land division but the size of the shares on the estate basis varied greatly. The first lands thus allotted were of meadow, and these meadow divisions were taken as a measure for future divisions of the common land of the original grant, and for the use of common land until divided. They also served as a basis for taxation, the rates being levied in the same proportion.

William Ward’s allotments in the first three estate distributions of meadow were 4 ½, 11 and 7 ¾ acres for a total of 23 ¼ acres. Several of the founders received considerably more, the maximum being 75 acres. A larger number received less than William Ward. Several were given similar allowances. These figures are from an original "Record of the names of the inhabitants of Sudbury , with their severall quantity of meadow to every one granted according to their estates or granted by gratulation for services rendered by them. which meadow is ratable upon all Common Charges." There is no date on the record except 1638 and that was added at a later date. William’s name doesn’t appear on the first two divisions of land but appears on the division of 18 November 1640. It is possible that William did not move to Sudbury when it was first settled but moved there sometime between 1639 and 1640, purchasing the earlier grants after he arrived.)

A gristmill was built by a miller with the appropriate name of Cakebread. The community gave him 130 acres by way of encouragement. At that time gristmills did not convert grain into finished flour. Their work ended with grinding it into meal. Bolting the meal (making flour) was a domestic duty, accomplished by means of hair or cloth sieves.

A Congregational/Calvinistic Church was organized in 1640.The Reverend Edmund Brown was hired as pastor at a salary for his initial year of £40, half in cash half in produce. He must have held services in the cabins during his first winters for work on the meeting-house was not began until 1643. This first meeting-house stood in the Old Burying Ground which abutted the Old Sudbury Road near Wayland Village. It stood across the highway from the row of twenty or more house lots previously mentioned.

William Ward was one of the six men who signed for the township, his signature is of interest as it is the first definite proof of his existence in the New World (in the church contract William’s surname appears as Warde and the original writing of the date 1642 for a contract made in 1643 is a reminder that the ecclesiastical and legal year began on the twenty-fifth of March instead of the January first of the historical year).

What kind of man was William? Apparently he was not one of the few well-to-do among the Sudbury founders. It has already been noted that meadow divisions by men's estates gave a number of settlers considerably more than William’s allotment although his house lot was of 20 acres, much larger than the average house lot, but this tract included a second addition which he bought from Edmund Rice. In the third additions of 1640, twenty-two of the forty-nine inhabitants named were given substantially more than William Ward, some of them very much more and only five received less. His worldly possessions did not accord him special preference. But he must have been a man whose character and personality impressed the community, or he would not appear as one of the six men chosen to represent Sudbury in the meeting-house contract. Five were freemen and three were of high estate ratings. William Ward was the only one of the six who was not well-to-do nor a freeman.

The need of constant vigilance was fully recognized by the provincial deputies. Every township was required to organize and drill its train-band (militia company), to keep a reserve of gunpowder, to agree upon alarm signals and to arrange a safe retreat for women and children. Also at various times the General Court ordered the sending out of "carefull and dayly skouts for the rainginge of the woods upon the borders". In 1645 came instructions "by reason of the present warre with the Indians to have souldiers ready to march at halfe an houres warning." From these early defenders we find the idea that a hundred and thirty years later produced the Minute-Men of the Revolution.

It was not only that every able-bodied man belonged to his train-band. On May 14, 1645, the General Court advised training of boys in the use of both bow and arrow and firearms. "Whereas it is conceived yt ye training up of youth to ye art & practice of armes wilbe of great use in ys country in divers respects, & amonge ye rest yt ye use of bowes and arrows may be of good concernmt, in defect of powder, upon any occasion it is therefore ordered, yt all youth wthin this jurisdiction, from ten yeares to ye age of sixeteen yeares, shalbe instructed, by some one of ye officrs of ye band or some othr experienced souldier whom ye chiefe officer shall appoint, upon ye usuall training dayes, in ye exercise of armes, as small guns, halfe pikes, bowes & arrowes, &c, according to ye discretion of ye said officer or souldier, pvided yt no child shalbe taken to ys exrcise against yir parents minds ys ordr to be of force wthin one month after ye publication hereof."

Sudbury's position was considered so precarious that the same General Court forbade any emigration from the township save by special permit: "In regard of the great danger that Concord, Sudberry, and Dedham wilbe exposed unto, being inland townes & but thinly peopled, it is ordered, that no man now inhabiting & settleed in any of the said townes (whither married or single) shall remove to any other towne without the allowance of a magistrate, or other select men of that towne."

On May 10, 1643, William Ward became a freeman (church member) securing the right to vote and eligible to all hold any political position. The following spring, he was elected the township deputy, or representative, to the General Court. The term in which he took part was the first in which the Deputies and Assistants (or Magistrates) had sat as separate bodies. William's first legislative duty was on a committee appointed June 7 to examine a revision of the colonial laws submitted by ex Governor Bellingham "and returne theire objections & thaughts thereof to this howse in wrighteinge." The next year (1645) he was, together with Peter Noyes and Walter Haynes, appointed a commissioner to end small causes (minor disputes] in Sudbury. This appointment was repeated in 1646, with William Pelham and Edmund Rice as associates. He served also for several years as chairman of Sudbury's selectmen and represented his community on the grand jury of the county court at Charlestown and Cambridge.

His holdings increased by division of the township lands, by occasional purchase, and by gratulation [grants] from the township for special services rendered. A particularly large dividend came at the division in 1651 of a new colony grant, two miles wide and the length of the western boundary of the township. This time every proprietor shared alike, 130 acres each, the locations being decided by lottery. William Ward's total holdings thus rose to between two and three hundred acres.

With the exception of John, all the members of the William Ward family set their thoughts on western lands. They finally decided (in 1655 or early in 1656) on "a place which lyeth westward about eight miles from Sudbury which they thought might be comfortable for their subsistence," and promptly on the convening of the General Court at Boston in May, 1656, they presented their petition for authority to establish a plantation there, stating that they were "so streightned for land for their stock God haveing given us some considerable quantity of Cattle that they could not so comfortably subsist as could be desired. That God hath been pleased to increase our Children, which are now divers of them growne to man's Estate; & wee, many of us, growne into years, so as that wee should bee glad to see them setled before ye Lord take us away from hence." William Ward and twelve others were the signatories. All but one of the them members, or sons of members, of the earliest roll of Sudbury pioneers.

The General Court granted the request without hesitation. They were accorded "a proportion of land sixe miles square, or otherwise in some convenient forme equivalent thereunto, at ye discretion of ye Committee, in ye place desired; provided it hinder no former Graunt; and that there bee a Towne settled with Twenty or more families within three years, so as an Able Ministry may be there maintained." It was later found that the grant conflicted with one given to group of "Praying" Indians but this difficulty was overcome by setting off 6000 acres for an Indian Plantation, the founders receiving compensation in other adjacent unoccupied land. The grant also overlapped private concessions, but these disputes were adjusted. (A survey of the township made in 1667 shows an area of 29,419 acres instead of the six miles square of the original grant. Other additions and subtractions preceded the present boundary lines of Marlborough, Westborough, Southborough, and Northborough are largely on lands formerly within this grant).

When planning for land divisions, and after careful considerations of the possibilities of the new township, which was variously known as Ockoocangansett, Whipsufferadge, and Whipsuppenicke, the founders discarded the comparatively compact, central-village style of Sudbury. The house-lots they laid out averaged much larger, from sixteen to fifty acres. This was later to make the settlement an easy prey for Indians. Three men were recognized by their estate standing as the most prominent men in the new community. Each was accorded a fifty acre house lot. William Ward was one of the three.

It was agreed that all the proprietors "must themselves resident in the township within two yeares time, or sett a man in that ye Towne shall approve of, or els to loose theire lotts". William Ward, Thomas King, John Ruddocke, and John Howe were chosen to "put the towne affairs in an orderly way." Among their first acts was selection of a minister, the Reverend William Brimsmead, (who was such a strict Puritan that he refused to baptize children who had been so indiscreet as to be born on a Sunday). Pastor Brimsmead received a plot of thirty acres. 

William Ward’s name is found on many orders urging speedier action in making improvements and laying penalties for neglect to do so. Drastic action was threatened at a town-meeting held in December 1659 when it was resolved "That all such as lay chayme to any Interest in this new Plantation at Wippsufferadge are to perfect their House Lotts by the five & twentieth of March next insueing or els to loose all theire Interest in the afforesaid Plantation. It is also ordered That every one that hath A Lott in ye foresd Plantation shall pay Twenty Shillings by ye five & twentieth of March next eosueing or else to loose theire Interest in the afforesaid Plantation."

On June 12, 1660 (May 31, Old Style Calendar) the General Court confirmed the plantation grant and named it Marlborow. The number of proprietors was now at thirty-eight people. The settlers avoided Sudbury's ownership of scattered, outlying pieces of pasture and arable land by so ordering "the first division of meadow and the second division of upland that each man's shares lay most convenient to his Habitation." The Ward family constituted of William and Elizabeth; their four sons; Obadiah, Richard, Samuel and Increase; daughters Elizabeth and Hopestill, and three younger children; William, Eleazer and Bethiah. With them came one of the three married daughters Deborah Johnson. Daughter Hannah How joined them soon after. The total number of residents, including children, was about one hundred. Ward's big house-lot was excellently situated. Its northeast corner faced the settlement's first meeting-house when it was erected, and the town’s main road was laid out to run along its northern boundary. Opposite, across the main road, west of the meeting-house, was the minister’s plot.

The meeting-house was built just within the southerly end of the Indian planting-field before title to its site had been secured by purchasing the site from an Indian by the name of Anamaks. This provided a bare ten feet of ground around the building, so William Ward deeded to the town about half an acre of that part of his house-lot to enlarge the site, which they "gratefully accepted and ordered first that the said William Ward shall have liberty to cutt & carry away all wood & timber that is uppon ye same 2ly That hee shall bee satisfied to his content in any other part of the Towne (not yett granted) in liew thereof & 3ly it is ordrd that this peice of Land now by him surrendred into the Towns hands as before sd shall lye for A perpetual common or Highway not to bee taken upp by any, or othrwaise disposed of, without the consent of every Proprietor that hath Towne Rights". (this plot is today a section of the present Town Commons).

The house that William built was on Hayden Street . It was a much larger dwelling than the first log cabin in Sudbury. Rough-hewn logs formed its frame, but it was shingled and had clapboard siding and boarded [finished] within, it contained several rooms and had a cellar. The fields behind are today’s Artemas Ward Playground.

William was prominent in Marlborough affairs and was continuously a selectman, and a deacon of the church from the time of its organization. He may have held other township offices, but the records from 1665 to 1739 disappeared many years ago. He was also frequently elected to represent Marlborough on county grand jury, and in 1666 was again in Boston as a deputy.

The establishment of Marlborough involved the same problems as had the development of Sudbury. Factional fights divided the inhabitants with charges and counter-charges filed over the failure to pay rates or to perform allotted tasks. The disputes extended into religious matters and kept the entire community in a turmoil. A minister had quickly been chosen and the meeting house was erected in 1662-1663, but no "church" was organized' until 1666, the congregation still continuing to be officially of Sudbury. The previous warnings of December 1569 that delinquents must pay their assessments and perfect their house lots by the following March or lose their rights in the settlement was sometimes ignored. By the following September those who had failed to pay their rates were threatened similar penalty. In October of 1661 it was voted that only those had perfected their house lots could participate in the second division of upland and that others should "further be subject to a tax of eleven pence for every acre not laid out". In November of the following year it was ordered that those who had not settled on their houses and had not paid rates "according to their full proportion," should have ye Lotts they lay clairme to seized and distrained for the use of the towne".

William Ward and his friends constituted the party in power, but the opposing clique were numerous and bitterly dissatisfied, declaring themselves a majority both of residents and of proprietors, and in "gravity able to balance or overballance" their opponents. Some, believing in direct action, seized the Town Book. Not, as they afterwards explained, to destroy it, but only to rectify what was amise in it. They were also charged with but denied any intention to oust pastor Brimsmead. The Ward party appealed to the General Court, requesting it to appoint a committee with power to weigh and adjust the community's troubles which they said, had come "partly through our owne corruptions and by ye temptations of Sathan hindering our succeeding in matters both civill and ecclesiasticall, which have been and ise very uncomfortable to us and our friends." The fifteen signatories included William Ward, his sons, Obadiah and Samuel and his sons-in-law Abraham Williams, John Johnson and Abraham How. The opposing party was against the appointment of the committee and the implied interference of the management of the town’s affairs. The General Court appointed a committee, but no peaceful solution was found. Mutual complaints and recriminate continued until a temporary suspension was enforced by the outbreak of the Indian Wars.

Because of the war Marlborough, being a frontier post upon the road to Connecticut, soon caught the attention of the General Court, and a colony fort or "blockhouse" was built there. The settlement was often a scene of much activity as it evolved into a rendezvous for going to and from other parts of the colony. There is a report of a new 600 men army parading in front of William Ward's home but the normal defense force was only a handful of men, thirty or thereabouts, living in the blockhouse or billeted among the inhabitants.

A number of the inhabitants of Marlborough moved to older and more populous towns when hostilities commenced. The Wards were among those who held their ground. Those remaining were not, however, satisfied with the plans of Lieutenant Ruddocke, who had been given the command of Marlborough. There were many disputes over the housing and feeding of the garrison as well as the selection of the dwellings to be fortified. As a result the community held a general council of war. Where it was decided to maintain seven or eight garrison houses selected for their central or more easily defensible position in case of an attack. The protection of each garrison house was assigned to designated residents, reinforced by a few of the colony soldiers. William Ward's, Abraham William’s and John Johnson’s homes, were chosen as three of the garrison-houses. It will be noted that Samuel Ward and Abraham How were assigned to William Ward’s and Increase Ward to Samuel Rice's homes. William Ward Junior lived with his parents and was another of the defenders, he was now the only unmarried son and shared with his father in the development of his father’s property instead of taking up land on his own. John Howe, Junior was probably one of the nine men assigned to the home of John Johnson. Obadiah Ward may have been one of the nine. Eleazer Ward was probably in Sudbury as he married Hannah Rice of that township and had a residence. Of the women of the family during times of alarm: Joanna and Deborah would be in their own fortified homes, Hannah would be with her husband at William Ward's as were Sarah with her husband Samuel, the two unmarried daughters, Hopestill and Bethiah would be at home Elizabeth (Obadiah's wife) was either in John Johnson's or William Ward’s. Record (Increase's wife) was with him in Thomas Rice’s. No man dared work alone in the fields that fall or winter or during the following spring, nor was there safety anywhere except in numbers. The Indians passed through the township towards the end of February 1676 on their way to raid Medfield. Then on Sunday, March 26, 1676 while the town was assembled at the meeting hall came the alarm "the Indians are upon us."All gained shelter, but not a minute to soon, one man was crippled for life by a shattered arm as he tried to reach safety at William Ward’s garrison. The Indians did not attack the garrison house, but they burnt the meeting house, thirteen dwellings and eleven barns, killed or mutilated many cattle, destroyed fences and orchards before they returned to their camp in the neighboring woods.

Marlborough did not take its losses lying down. The following night Lieutenant Jacobs, with some of his soldiers and a party of citizens, surprised the Indian camp and killed and wounded a number of them. This reprisal frightened the enemy off for a time, and during this lull in attacks many families fled the township. William Ward, despite his seventy-three years, and a few others remained at Marlborough The number of garrison houses was reduced to five and then by an accidental fire to four.

On April 18 the Indians suddenly returned, destroyed every remaining unfortified dwelling or other structure, and hovered about the township for two days, hoping to surprise some of its defenders outside of the garrison houses, but both settlers and soldiers were too wary to be drawn out so the attackers abandoned their siege against Marlborough and went on to Sudbury. The next day (April 21) saw the Indian attack on Sudbury with slight mortality but great destruction of property, immediately followed by the ambushing and practical annihilation of Captain Wadsworth's relief party. Two of the Ward family lost their lives during those forty-eight hours, John Howe, husband of Elizabeth, was killed in the Sudbury fighting and Eleazer (William’s youngest son) was shot down as he rode over a hill (ever since known as Mount Ward) between Marlborough and Sudbury In Marlborough, local disputes broke out again when the settlers returned to rebuild their homes, and the controversies were not ended until the report of another General Court held in the fall of 1679. This found, among other things, that Edward Rice, the chief of the contestants fighting with Samuel Ward and Abraham How over some land in Assaba meadow, was "justly blameable for his turbulent opposing ye Order made by ye former Committee." The committee awarded the land between Abraham How, Edward and Samuel Rice, and the minister, but decreed also that "Recompence be made to ye abovesaid Abrahm How, & Samuel Ward to the full value of ye Meadow taken away from them by virtue of this order." Fifteen months later, in January of 1681, the two warring parties were united by matrimony, Edward Rice becoming father-in-law to Bethiah Ward by his son Daniel's marriage to her. 

The plans for this marriage resulted in a revolutionary change in William Ward's home and home life. Hopestill and Bethiah had helped their mother keep house after the family moved to Marlborough. Of the thirteen children only Hopestill, William, and Bethiah were living on the homestead by 1676. In April 1678 Hopestill married James Woods and set up her own household, and in August of the following year William Junior married the young widow Eames, leaving Bethiah as the only unmarried child. William had brought his bride to his father’s house, but with the arrival of their first born, William III expressed his desire for a separate home. So, with Bethiah the last unmarried child about to wed, William Ward (seventy-five) and his wife (sixty-eight) decided that they also would try housekeeping by themselves. An entirely new experience, for when Elizabeth became a bride her husband was a widower with several children. Thus plans had gone ahead simultaneously for Bethiah's marriage and for setting up William Junior in his own home. First, in recognition of the latter's many years of virtual partnership with his father he was bestowed an estate of lands and housing. The estate comprised several tracts and the westerly half of the original house lot together with its proportionate right in all future land divisions. With the half of the house lot went the new barn standing on it and the westerly half of the Ward house itself, with the right accorded to William Junior to sever it from the easterly half and move it onto his own property. This was done, and William Junior, his wife and baby thenceforth conducted a separate establishment. For the next four or five years Deacon Ward and his wife lived by themselves, in the house reduced in size.

William died, 10 Aug. 1687 at Marlborough and is thought to be buried with his wife at Spring Hill Cemetery. His widow when past her seventy-forth year was required to make several trips to Boston, a distance of thirty wilderness miles, to settle the estate. Elizabeth died in 9 Dec. 1700 when 87 years of age and is buried at Spring Hill Cemetery, in 1925 her marker was still intact.

William was the great-grandfather of Artemus Ward [born 1727] the first Commanding General of the Continental Army during the Revolution. Lineage is: William [born 1602]; William [born 1639]; Nahum [born 1684] and Artemus.

Notes for ELIZABETH PHILLIPUS:

Elizabeth died a few days after the birth of Obadiah. 

 

